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Preface

Thi.s,study was carried OUt under the direction of an ad hOt_tommittee whichfirst began- meeting_dbring_the_1983784 school year to_discuss strategies for
reviewingithe_progress_of_North York's_programs for the_gifted, SubsedOently,this coMmittee has_overseen and contributed to all phases of the present Study
frOm the proposal stage to this report.

The committee mmberS Were:

Chief Consultant, Gifted Barry Wilde (1983=84)
(Chairperson)

Beverley Muir (1984-85)

Program Leaders, Gifted - East Helen Gilks

- West Beverley Muir (1983=84)
Johanne Messner (1984-85)

Chief Research Officer

Psychoeducational Consultant

Research Assistant
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-INTRODUCTION

Background

The Ministry of Education defines gifted children as "those who have an unusu-ally advanced degree of general intellectual ability such that differentiatedlearning_eXperiences of a depth and breadth beyond those normally provided inthe regular school program art required". Consequently, under Bill 82 governingSpecial Education, intellectually gifted children are to be considered as excep-tional students and are to be provided with a program which meets their parti-cular needs.

In North York, the Board of Education implemented a system4vide screening pro-cedure during the 1980-81 school year to identify intellectually gifted studentsand established_its first official programs for the gifted in September 1981 atthe grades 3 and 4 levels. Since that time the program has been extendedthrough the grades, up to and including grade 10 as of September 1984. Due tothe small proportion of_gifted students (approximately 5% of the School popula-tion), these programs are located in about 18 centres throughout the city ratherthan in each local school.

The_Program

The program provided for the gifted in North York is essentially a standardcurriculum bated on approved Board and Ministry documents, which is modified toaddress the unique needs of gifted students. _The most effective program willoffer some differentiation in the areas of Content, Teaching Strategies andLearning Environments, in order to provide an appropriate scope of study.

The mechanism for providing gifted education varies depending on the gradelevel. tn the early primary grades, prior to formal assessment of intellectualability, children who are believed to be gifted are provided with programmodification in the regular classroom.

ForMal screening and admittions procedures first occur during the grade 2 yearon a syVtem,.wide basis. Pupils participate in an extensive process involvingparent and teacher observations, group teSts of mental ability and achievement,as_well as individual assessments of intellectual ability. Regional I.P.R.C.meetings 0* convened to discuss pupilt deemed to be likely candidates for theprogram. Roughly 130 to 150 pupils are recommended each year for placement in agifted program commencing in grade 3.

Gifted students in Gradet 3 to 6 are placed in full time; self-contained classesfor the gifted and are taught_by Special Education teachers of the gifted.Students participate in all aspects of the school's curriculum, while receivinga classroom program that is differentiated to meet their particular needs.



Gifted students in Grades 7 to 9 are placed in self-contained classes for thegifted for most of the academic_subject areas. While taught as_a group forapproximately 50% of the_time, they are integrated with other students for theremaining subjects. Gifted students are taught by Special Education teachers ofthe gifted and by teachers of subject specialties.

At the secondary school level, advanced level credits, differentiated to meetthe needs of gifted students are currently offered in a number of academic
subject areas.

The Study

Diming the 1983-84 school year, a small ad hoc committee comprised of the
Consultant, Gifted Programs (Chairperson), the Program Leaders; Gifted, repre=
sentatives from-Educational Research and Evaluation Services, and Psychological
and AssesSment Services met regularly to confider methods of reviewing the
progress of the programs for the gifted4 The resulting proposal outlined aStudy which would be conducted in tWo parts.

The current report is an interim progress report encompassing the first phase ofthe study. Specifically, the objectives for Phase I were:

to determine the perceptions of both parents and teachers of gifted
students regarding the success of North York's programs for the giftedto date.

to compare the results for gifted students on the North York Self
Concept Inventory with North York norms at each grade level.

Phase II is the initiation of a longitudinal study of student progress in the
gifted programs and will include the compilation of data from a variety of
measures on a regular baSiS beginning with the incoming grade 3'S in 1984-85.The details of this phase will be incorporated in a future report.

Methods and Procedures

Data_collection forthis:interimirepOrt Octurred in the Fall of 1984-and
focussed on parent PerceptionS, teather_perceptions and-studentt' Self concept.
The procedures for gathering thit information are detailed belOW.

AlliparentS 0f gifted_students_in grades 4 to-10L.Were_sentia questionnaire viamail rod invited to,share their perCeptiOnt ofitheir_chil0 program. Oestiontrelated to their_awareness and-underStanding_of the program, the degree-tO Whith
the_program_meets its stated ObjettiVes_and the particular needS Of their child,
effects on the child and suggettiOnS for change;

Postage=paid-return_envelopet were enclosed with the_questionnaire_to encouragethe return of_completed,surveys. Two weeks later, remihder_letters were distri--
bUted for_student,delivery_in an-effort tO fUrther improve_theirate,of reS=pohtei It was acknowledgedlin

the_diVerihg_letterthat_parents_with
the_program-for-the gifted for_lett than one year may not_wish_tO_COMMent,:this_
being also,the rationale for the ektrusion of parents of gifted Studentt Who hadjutt entered grade 3.

6



3

All teachers of_the gifted were given the
Opp-OrtUnity_to,share theiriperteptionsof the'program't_success in one of twoiways r_a questionnaire or an-interView.

The majority of,teachers received a:written,survey through the courier, while
the_remaining,teachers, randbMly selected, were asked to participate in apersonal, interview condUCted by_a,member,of the Research_staff.The_content ofthe_survey_and the interVitw_schedule

was_basitally_the same. Teachers wereasked about such
things_as_their_abilityitO iMplementa differentiated:Orgramand meet_the needt and expectations ofiStOdehtt/parents, the organllationalmodel, the program's strengths and weaknesses, and recommended changes.

FinallY4_611,students enrolled:in programs_for the gifted from grades 3 - 10Completed .the,appropriate level of the North York Self Concept Inventory,Administered by their hOMeroom or core teacher.

Copies of both the parent survey and the teacher survey have been included asAppendices A and B, respectively.

The Results

The sections to follow summarize the results of the instruments describedabove. These findings are presented in three parts:

. The Parents' Perspective

The Teachers' Perspettiim

. The Self COhtept of Gifted Students

Within eath Of_these_sections, the results are reported separately_for_eachpanel in an attempt to respond to the variations in prgram organization;
Differences and/or similaritiet between panels are noted where significant.



THE PARENTS'__PERSPECTINE

Almost 1,000 surveys Were mailed to parents of children in programs for thegifted from gradeS 4 to 10,. Completed surveys were returned_by approximately60% of them, representing a very favourable response rate. More specifically,the percentage of parents from each panel who responded was as follows:

- Elementary 51%
= Junior High 59%
- Secondary 51%

.Parent responses to the questionnaire in Appendix A are outlined in the
following sections which (i) describe the respondents (ii) tabulate the closedend items and (iii) summarize their anecdotal comments.

TABLE la

De%cription of Respondents

Of the 569 parents Who responded, only 6% of them had children in the grade 10secondary level program. The remaining respondents were almost equally divided
between the elementary and junior high panels (49% and 46%, respectively).

1. Within each panel, the distribution of respondents according to the grade
placement of their child was as follows:

Elementary
(N = 278)

grade 4 - 37%
grade 5 - 31%
grade 6 - 32%

Junior High
(N = 355)

grade 7 - 39%
grade 8 - 33%
grade 9 - 28%

Secondary
(N = 36)

grade 10 = all

2. The_figures below were calculated to reflect an average number of years
that children in each panel have been enrolled in North York's gifted
programs:

Elementary 2.4 years
Junior High 2.8 years
Secondary 2.3 years



TABLE lb

Parent Perceptions

Elementary Junior High Secondary
= 278 N =_255 N = 36

3. Child's attitude about being in a
gifted class is:

very enthusiastic 58 39 22positive 40 52 64
. iadifferent 3 6 14
. negative

1 1 -

Parents were asked to indicate the
extent to which they agreed or disagreed
with each of the following statements:

4 I have an adequate understanding of
the gifted program.

5. I am aware_cif the activities and
experiences that my child puttUet
in the gifted class.

6. The gifted program offers a greater
variety of experiences than.the
regular program in terms of:

i) program content

) teaching strategies

iii) learning environments

7. Generallyi the gifted program seems
to be meeting the individual needs
of my child.

% AGREEMENT *

93 84 89

94 85 86

89 84 75

83 72 75

84 82 81

87 77 81

* AGREEMENT is equivalent to the sum of "Strongly Agree" and "Agree"
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STATEMENTS % AGREEMENT

Elementary Junior_High Secondary
-N = 278 N = 255_ N = 36-fl

8. The program provides my child with
interesting, challenging learning
experiences.

9. My child is receiVing satisfactory
instruction in the basic academic
skills.

10. A wide variety of materials_and
human resources are made available
to gifted studentS.

11. The_gifted program encourages my
child to pursue individual
interests and talents.

12. The gifted program encourages my
child to develop good work habits
in terms of:

1) task commitment

ii) organizational ability

13. The gifted program encoueages my
child to pursue investigations to a
greater depth and breadth.

14. The gifted program encourages my
child to think in new and
different ways.

15. The gifted program addresses my
child's_physical, social and
emotional needs.

16. The gifted program stimulates
creativity in my child.

17. I am kept well informed of the
program and my child's progress.

95 84 89

84 85 89

80 68 75

74 58 61

88 76 75

85 73 69

91 77 69

83 74 75

74 56 53

84 77 64

73 62 72



GenerallY the figures outlined in Table lireveaUthat the parents of_gifted
children in all three panels ore VerI positive_ about gifted education in North
York initerms of their underttanding and awareness of the program and what it
offers their child ih the Way of experiences, challenges, res-oUrces and
individual needt.

Ih almost_all_respects_the parents of gifted pupilSat the_elementary level ara
the most_satisfied with_the program and their_children have, by_far, the-moSt
enthusiastic_attitude about being in a class for the_gifted. Three=quarters ormore_of the elementary parentt were in agreement with all-the stateMents_about_program; In all,but Onetasei_these figures were higher (Often by_10 percentage
points or mote)_than_those_recorded

by_the_parentS_Of jiiniOr high and secondary
studentS. The proportion of parents who strongly agreed with the statements waShighest ih the elementary panel as well.

The_response patterns of parents_from the junior high and secondary leVels
tendedto beimore closely -Comparable. Their responses, althoUgh favourable,
were somewhat leSS pOtitive_than_those,of elementaryidarentt. It could be
speculated that because junior high and secondary gifted students actually_
participatein a specialized program_for only 50% of the day (as opposed to a
full 4-y4:Self-contained program), their parents may be less aware of and/or
lest involved in the prograM.

About one-quarter 0f the junior high parents-and one=fifth Of the secondary_
parents-did hOt thihk_that they were kept well infOrMed_about_the_program and
their child_'S progress or that their child was encouraged to pursue individual
interests and_talents. In addition many parents_were unsure whether the program
addressed their child's physical, Social and emotional needs.

Further clarification and_elaboration of some of these views are drovided in the
parents' written retp-ohses to open-end questions about:

= the 060dt of_their_child
= Changes intheir child-

_

- effective aspects of the program
- suggested changes to the program

In fact, most parentS took_theopportunity to comment on at least some_of the
open-ended queStiOnt on the_survey. Due to the large hOMbers of_returnsi_vast
amountSOf anOtdotal type informatiOni was generated in,this regard; In the
interetttitlf spacei the following_section_condenses the results by_reportingonly the highlights. Considerably more detailis offered in Appendix C. Pleaserefer to it for a breakdown -Of responses by panel.

Meeting Child's Individual Needs

As indicated in Table 1. approximately 80% of parents agree that the program for
the gifted seems to be meeting the individual needs of their child. Accordingto their comments, the challenge of the program is the most crucial factor in
addressing these needs. Parents remarked that their children are hoW Stimulated
and interested in school and that the challenge of a more competitive environ-
ment has enhanced their desire to learn and their motivation. Similarly, many
parents noted a more positive, enthusiastic attitude toward school and learning,



whereas before some of these children were bored, unhappy, even behaviourproblems.

Specific program_features considered Significant by some parentS included_
individualizationiaccording_to abilities_and_interests; freedoM_and flexibility:and interaction:with "peers". SUCtessi_however, is often_dependent_on theteacher - who could range froM "outstanding" to, ls often; "disappointing'.

Negative comments abOUt the_program were signifitantly fewer n number and__ranged from "expectations,too low" tb "too_much_pressure"-or frOM Enet_enoughemphasiS on the_basics"ito "lack of individualization".
RepOrtS-Of studentapathY:and disappointment with Or dncertainty,about the:prograM in general wereMbst likely to be made by parentt of junior high studentt.

Physical, Social and Emotional Needs

In spittiof_some disadvantages stick as lack_of interaction With_regular_stu-dentsi_limited,"social",groOpS in_tplit_grades and/or lOSS_Of neighbourhoodfriends.; positive_aspects Of totialization,and emotional Well,being were:more__frequently cited as being_byproducts of the,prograM.For_example, parents ofelementary and jUnibr_high_students indicated that_their,thildren now relate:better to and areimbre comfortable with their "peer" groups, are more Sociallyaware and generally are happier, more relaxed and better behaved.

On the Other_handi some parentSin all_three,panels
felt_that the physical needsOf gifted students are givenia IOW priority and suggeSted_that physical develop=ment be encouraged, perhaOt by Way of more organized sports.

Another group of parents noted that the program_for_theigifted did pot address_the physical,_social amd emotional needs_of_students,any differently -or any moreso thaniin the regular_program = with_ the implication 4y-some that they_did motexpeCtiit to. There does appear,_hOwever, to be a high degree Of uncertainty,
abOUt this_whole issue- and_thit it reflected in the large hombee of parents whodid not elaborate on this qUestion.

Effect on Feelings About Self

Almost 200 parents_reported an increase in their child's self-confidence or animproved self-image as a result of their participation in the gifted program.Others felt that the program had helped to maintain, enhance or reinforce analready positive_self concept; This confidence in themselves extended also_toan increased confidence in their ideas and abilities and a willingness to takerisks/make decisions.

Many students felt more positively about themselves both socially. and intellec-tually. Socially, they experienced a greater sense of belonging and no longer
felt they were the "odd man out"; Intellectually, they were stimulated andtended to be more ambitious, productive and motivated. In some cases, students
developed a more realistic awareness of their potential in terms of capabilitiesas well as weaknesses. Positive feelingS, overall, are reflected by those
parents who said their children feel "special", "proud", "privileged" or"important" because they are in a class for the gifted.
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In_a_fewinstancesi however; parentslindicated that the pressure and competitionoccasionally created_feelings of inadequacy_and anxiety. At the oppositeextreme are thOte children who deVelop feelings of Superiority orover-confidente due to their labelling as "gifted".

Other Significant Changes in Child

A more_pdsitive attitude to school Was most frequently mentioned_as asignificant Change in a childireSOlting
from being in A gifted program. Manyparents foUnd their children to be happier, lesS bored, enjoying schOtil more andeager to attend.

In terms of other changes there was conStderable overlap with the_respOnses fromthe_previous queStion. A partial liSt of_some of these Observed changes (orenhanced characteristics) is provided below:
,

more sociable - open, otiltAbitliji willing to partitipate

. mote COmpetitive = strives harder, increased desire to do well

more comfortable/compatible with "peer" group

more inforMed, aware, alert, knowledgeable

improVed work habits - including
organilational ability and tatk completion

. more mature

more confident

. more independent

On the_negative sidei:a few parents cited isolation from neighbourhood friendS;pressure and fruStration at no longer being "the best in the class": and an"elitist" mentality.

Finally,iSOme_parents exprested difficulty in Making such comparittint orjudgementstatements. They noted that some changes may have occurred in theregular program anyWay or that they may be due to the natural process ofmaturation.

Effective Aspects of the Gifted Program

The_challenge and:stimulation of the gifted program has been a__recurring-theMein parent perceptiOns so_far_and once:again it heads theilist as ome of the:mosteffective aspectS of_this program._ Ninety parents_eXt011edthe virtueS Of thechallenge, in-depth study-, fatt pace and unlimited scope of the gifted program.An equal nOMber of parentS:Specified
a partittilar subject orSUbjettt which theyregarded at being -especially effective (inclbding Math, English/Language Arts,ComputerS, Arts, Science).



The people_ aspects of the_program were_also considered key_ fattOrt in itssuccesS. _Thete included both the children's association with_a MOre_homogeneousand:appropriate group of gifted peers (82_responses)las_well as their exposuretb teathers who are described at being - skilled, deditated, sensitive,
attetSible, (69 responses)

Many_parents felt their_children
were benefitting_from_a_smaller_tlatt_size

The_implied adVantage_of_this_is the oppOrtunity_for moreiindividUal_attention.It isinOt SUrprisingithen that_"focUt bh the_individual" i$ altO on_the list ofeffectiVO:aspects;_most notablyAt_the_elementary school leVeli ThisindiVidualization entails_t%0 flexibility to work_at a_level and paceappropriate to each child's own interests, needt and abilities.

A number of parents commented generally on the "variety",available in_the_giftedprogrami be it in_terms
ofexperienCeS,_tettiurces,_teaching-strategieS, learningenvironments_or topics. Other parents cited specific actiVities which they hadfound tO be effective for theit thiloL Some of these inclOded:

Field trips oriout-of-class activitiet
Researching:skilis and techniqueS_
Higher_level thinking skills, brainttOrming, problem solving
PrOjetts, assignments

Suggested Changes tO the Current Program

By_far the greatest_number of suggeStiOntifor_change related ttila tpecific_subjett area:or topic. _Although the details_are_too extensiVe tO report infull_generally_these were areati_Whith_parents felt requited_iMprovement_or anincreate_in_emphasis. Some of the subjects mentioned are litted below indettending order,of frequencyi and following each of these are a few examplet of"typical" commentS Made by parents.

the "Batitt"
= mtire eMphasis on the basit:SkillS and the 3 Vs__
= dOn't_assume-that pupils already_have these skills
= want some evidence that these are being learned

. French
= should be an enriched or gifted class for French
= more intensive French instruction, particularly for those who came fromFrench Immersion

Arts
- what happened_to music?
= mote_VitU61 arts, drama, etc.
- perhapS hire itinerant specialitts

Mathematics
- not enough_thallenge/too slow_
- more grOuping according to ability; allow students

oWn pace

14
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Computers
- more exposure to and time on computers
- more and better computer instruction and programming

English/Language Arts
= more emphasis on proper usage, grammar, writing skills

Science
- more irdepth study

Physical Education
= more oppertunitie, for sports activities
= stress physical fitness

The remaining comments were unrelated to any specific subject but pertained to
the_program in general. Most common was a request for further individualizationof program, involVing more recognition and support of each child's special
interests and abilities; as well as their deficiencies.

Parents also suggested improved parent/teacher contact and communication or
school feedback. Related to this were requests for more information about the
program itself, such as curriculum and course outlines, objectives and
activities, and expectations.

Other recommendations included:

more_variety and innovation
create some standardilatidni ei ;_more continuity and contiStency
between teacheSi grades and/or panels

; more field toipt_
more homework and_assignments
less homework/reduced workload

Finally,A few suggestions were tpecific to the concerns of one panel only.
Parents of elementary School pupils, for example, emphasized the
elimination of Split=grade classes, whereas some junior high parents expressed
disappointment with their program. This latter group requested such things as:

more qualified; carefully screened teachers;
. more challenge = in terms of more indepth study, divergent approaches,

higher standards;

increased emphasis on organizational skills and study habits such as
task completion And time management.
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TRE_TEACHERS' PERSPECTIVf

Of the 89 teachers in programs for the gifted from grade 3 to grade 10, fifteen
were asked to participate in personal interviews While the remainder received
written Surveys through the courier.

The response patterns of teachers, by panel, are outlined below:

Surveys Interviews Total (Response
returned + completed = response_ __rate)

Elementary teachers 14 + 8 = 22 (73%)
Junior High teachers 14 + 4 = 18 (72%)
Secondary teachers 10 + 2 . 12 (43%)

The results from the surveys and the interviews are reported separately below.

(a) Surveys

The following tables describe the respondents and summarize the teachers'
responses to the closed-end questions on the written questionnaire.

TABLE 2a

Description of Survey Respondents

1. Grades taught Elementary: grade 3 - 4
(N = 14) grade 4 - 3

grade 5 - 3
grade 6 - 4

Junior High grade 7 = 8
(N = 14) 8 - 2

9 - 4

Secondary
(N = 10)

grade 10 10

2. _Number of Years Teaching a Gtfted_C1ass40:

One Two Three Four Five Werage)

Elementary teachers 1 3 3 3 4 (3.4 years)
Junior High teachers 6 5 3 - (1.8 years)
Secondary teachers 5 1 2 1 = (1.9 years)
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TABLE 2b

Teacher Perceptions

Teachers were asked tO indicate the extent
to which they agreed or disagreed with the
following Statements: AGREEMENT *

Junior
Elementary High Secondary

3. A differentiated program, baSed on modifica=
tions of_the regular school_program is an,
effective way of meeting the needs of gifted
children.

4. Lfeel _comfortable,implementing
differentiated propram fOr My students.

5 I enjoy teaching gifted children.

6. 'ior,the_most part, student platementt in the
gifted program have been appropriate.

7. Theigifted_students,display a positive
attitude towards school and learning;

8. There are adequate:resources, materialt and
facilitieS available to provide an effettive
gifted program.

9. Iamabie to meet individual needs and
interests by varying1 the degree of program
modification for each child.

1 . I feel_that theigifted program it meeting the
eXpectations of:

i) the students

ii) their parents

N_=_14 N=14 N=10_

13 10 9

14 12

14 14 9

14 14 7

13 14

2

11 7 3

12 11

11 10 6

* AGREEMENT is equivalent to the sum of "Strongly agree" and "Agree".
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As indicated above, eleMentary teachers have had the Odtt_years of experience
teaching gifted:Students and were generally theitiott _positive respondents.Teachers froM_all_panels unanimouSly agreed_that they:enjoyed teaching gifted
children, with:most of them strOngly_agreeing with the-stateMent. _Almost allteachers_agreed_that a: differentiated_program is an effeCtiVe Method of
providing gifted edOtatien and felt comfortable implementing tUth a program.Those who did not agree were either unsure or did ha retOend.

The resultS_alto indicate positive student attitildes, appropriate programplacements and success, generally, in meeting the expectations of both thestudents and theirparents. Some teachers, particularly at the secondary level
were unsure about the latter.

On,a,less positive nete, teachers:in,the upper gradeS SOOMed_to_have more___
difficulty meeting indiVidual needs:through program_MOdification. _One=fifth Ofthe_junior high_teachers and-one=half of:the secondary teachers did not:feel
they:were:able to_do this. The availability:of resources, materialt and/or
facilities was_alsoia-concern ft10 at_least,halfinf the elementary teachers_and
almost,two-thirds_of the tetendary,teachers._ ThiS group did not feel_these
conditions were adeOUate to provide an effective prograt for the gifted.

The-remainder of the_questionnaire consisted_Of open-ended items. Some
highlights are reported:below for each question, with additional detail, by
panel, provided in Appendix D.

Perceptions of the Existing Organizational Model

According to teachers at all grade levelS, the greatest advantage to the
organizational:set up of the gifted program is_the grouping of students with
their gifted peers; Secondly, the program itself is more appropriate in terms
of meeting the students' needs and maximizing their potential.

Some teachers at the elementary level, however, still find it difficult to
accommodate the wide range of individual differences_and exceptionalities,
particularly if the classes have split grades or become too large.

Perceptions of Gifted Students

Almost all the teachers indicated that their perception of gifted children had
changed since_they began teaching them. Teachers now realize that it is harder
to_make generalizations about gifted students and are more aware of the range of
individual:differences including weaknesses and other exceptionalities. Therewas also an awareness of some unexpected traits such as high energy,
"humbleness", strong language and a lack of self discipline or good work habits.

Generally there was little evidence of overt conflict between gifted students
and regular students. Such incidents were few and usually limited to resentment
or name calling.

18
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Strengths of the Program

. peer association
; enthusiasmiiSUppOrt and commitment to the program

quality Of_teathers
.

smaller tlasses/opportunity for individUal attention
homogeneous; segregated classes (elementary)

. support services

. the curriculum

Weaknesses Of the Program

inadeqUate_coordination, consistency, continuity
shortage_of_materials, funds; resources; and/or P.D.
exceeding:maximum class tite _
identification prOceSS hat some limitations

. lack of clearly defined expectations and objectiveS

Recommended Changes

Teachers',suggested chahget to the current:gifted program generally reflected
Concerns identified wove. Recommendations included:

. a central:tchool

sMaller_tlass sizei_not to exceed theimakitiliki
more time for_planning;,development, idea-sharing
revisions:to identificatiOn process, e.g. more girls; other criteria, such astask commitment,_attitudes__
more professional deVelopment

. more consistency
more sOppOrti_eig. resources, assistance_i
program_shOuld deal with other exceptionalities as well, e.g. .D.;
behavioural_

eliminate split=grades

(b) Teacher Interviews_

Fifteen_teachers were selected to_participate in_a personal interView rather__than complete:a written qUeStionnaire.__One teacher declined. Of the_remainder,
eight_taught_in the eleMentary_panel_i_four

in junior high and two in secondary.As a group; the avetage years experience teaching the gifted was 2.2 years.

The intent of_the_interview was to cover the tame content_as the written survey
fh_a MOre,t0ontaneous; less-rigidiformati___This2provided the respondent with _

more opportunity to elaborate on her/his opinions and offer anetdOtal comments.

At the beginning of the interview, the teachers were asked to briefly describe
some of the things they typically do in their gifted class. Four teachers feltthat they condi. 'heir class much the same as a regular class in terms of
following the sa general program and/or teaching philosophy. It was noted,

1 9
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however, that they have higher eXpettations for gifted studenttiiwill employ_different teaching strategieS and can cover material fatter and in more depth;

In terms:of moreispecifit attivities, half of the teachers cited interdisciplin=
ary_or "theme" study_integratiing_various

subjects as_a,key,component ofitheir_iprogram. Other, features_included_advanced_texts, independent study, indiVidual_
choice, researching_techniques and evaluation_for_diagnostic programming._ Threeteachers commented_that_these studehtS Still require some structUre in theirlearning environment; Freedom can then be provided within that fraMework.

Most_teachers expressedieXtremely positive-reactions_tO_Oither the program-itself and/or the_gifted_Students e;g. "I-loveLit".H"let_exhilerating ;;,They'reunique". Five respdhdents_commented on the added challenge of teaching thesestudehts which requires constant energy and a lot more work, although hot with,out its rewards; Sometimes, hoWeVer, "parents have outrageouS eXpectations" andOkert a lot of external pressure.

Generally teachers_feel_that_the_programs offered in North_York and the way theyare set up are effect140 in meetipg-the-needS Of gifted_students. Three:respondents_remarked on_the diversity of gifted_students_with their broad_rangeof interests and_abilities
and-streSted the_importance of recogniliOg these

differences; Dealing_with-all thete_differences,however,:waS SOMetimes
difficult; i(e.g;

underachieVerti_learning_disabilitieS-iibehaVidur problems). Afew_teachers speculated that the junior high program will Show improvement nowthat the incomingigrodOt are no longer newcomers to the program, but will havecome up through the "gifted" system;

Teathers seem to be_fairly-comfortable
implementing_the differentiated_program

althOugh they_pay_be somewhat inhibited by,its relatit.t "newhOSS"; Some_said
theywere_initially exploratiVe_in

their_approach;,experimenting_to_see_whatWorked, bouncing ideaS Off others and making adjustmentS:td_their teaching
style. One of the secondary level teachers, inifatti"felt I was_hired to createa program" that could_be built on. Consequently,_there_were suggestionS fOr
more tUrriculum_outlines, guidelines and/or structures as well as_additionalresources and more frequent meetingt to talk to others about the program;

In terms of the_studentt_theMselves,_placements in the_program for the most partare conSideted appropriate_although some of the "problem_spots" included
students at the_bottom_third of the clasS Or those witkindividual problemS
e.g.-SeVere behaviour or_emotional prOblems;ilow fine motor skills,,etc. :AJOWteaChert suggested that candidateS_be More_elosely scrutinized or that_other_
Criteria besides I.(); or atadeMit tuccess_be_considered. Task=tOmmitment, forinstance, was mentioned repeatedly_as_an important characterittit; The balanceof boys/girls and east/Wett Was also questioned.

In dettribing_the attitudes of their gifted_studentsi_the,teachers employed ahost Of pesitive_adjectives: , more enthtitiastic4independent, curiouSi
_

motivated, attentive-, interetted,resourceful and-capable. IniShOtti "they_lovelearning"; A few-cited_an_Ottellent rate of,attendance as evidente of positive
attitudes, e.g. "Atttndante problems just don't exist", "even at an age when
it's "uncool" to like tthool."
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Almost three-quarters of the teachers_interviewed acknowledged-that-their:
perception of gifted Children_had changed somewhatisince teaching them.__In most
cases, teaChert_repOrted_a more_realistic_view of theSe thildreni_eg._they,are
all indiVidUalt;_much_like_other kids; notineteSSatily_the_over,achievers_and
teaChtt4pleasers; have special needs; require direction, and social/emotional
attentioh. _Others-discovered characteristtcs WhiCh they didn't necessarily
ekpecti such as a strong sense of humouri_fairness and justice; spoiled and Self
indulgent; caring and sensitiVe; cultured; creative; less "street=wiSe".

There did not appear to be much evidence of conflict with the students in the
regular programs. _Some teachers indicated that they integrate fairly well,
mixing in for extra-curricular activities. Others commented that the gifted
students tend to "stick-together".

In terms of program itself, the teachers felt that the current program was
meeting the needS and expectations of their studentS. Many of them remarked
that the gifted_students were happy and considered this a valid indicator of
succets. Despite these positive reactions, teachers still had concerns or
encoUntered problems in implementing the program. Some of these are ditcussedbelow.

Time seemed to be the most crucial concern, with nine respondents making
comments relating to the lack of it. They found the gifted_program more
demanding and had difficulty finding the time for such things as professional
development, planning, program modification, getting input from others, marking,and follow-through. In relation to this increased workload there WaS also some
concern about a lack of Staff. One teacher indicated, specifically, a need for
learning and behaviour Specialists.

Generally, other resources and materials seem to be available and satisfactory.
Although tome teachers complained that they didn't_know what funds are
specifically available from the school budget_for gifted programs, financial
support did not seem to be a problem. _Two teachers, however, expressed
a concern that parentS cannot always afford to finance field trips and special
events.

Some teacherSfelt that_they had enoughinfOrMatiOn_about_the gifted, but-
indicated a desire_for moreitime,to read What_is_available and more:PPOOrtunity
tti_talk_about_it and share-it With their:colleaguesi.,-Others did nOt think that
there_is_enough current infOrmation_available_nor_that it is alwayS
Appropriate. -RequestS were made_for,moreicurriculum guidelinti some broad
program objectiveS and 0Ore information_about what materialt are available; Theonus for acquiring information on gifted education often teemed to be placed on
the individUal teather, e.g.

I do_"a lot of my own research"
. We are "our own best resources"

P.D. is done on my own time
. The most valuable information came from a university course, not the

Board

21
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Some other concerns included:

a class_ size over 20 or 25 impedes the individual attention many ofthese children-need
. still relatively_hOW_at it; have_not mastered_all the practital aspectscurriculum_tOo_Open-ended/hit and miss - creates a lot of dUplication

between,classes__
nOt,enough collaboration with colleagues - "would be nite to know whatOthers are doing".

In_responseito their conCernt, teachers were given the,opportunity to_reCOMMendchanges or,improvementt tO the program and/or suggett_areas where they requirefurther support/assistante. Those suggestions made more than once ateenumerated below:

more_COmmunication, collaboration, brainstorming and/or Oaring betweenteachers (5)

. more workshops, P.D., retraining, sabbatiCalt (compensated with time ormoney) (5)

. all gifted in_one school, e.g. tO Centralize resources, increatefleXibility (5)

o more in-class assistahte, e.g teacher aides,' COnsultants, psychologistt (
. provide Wine curriculum expectation-5, implementation guidelinet (3)

reinfOrce/improve basic skillt (2)

tmaller Class size (2)
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INE_SELF CONCEPT OF GIFTED STUDENTS

The_appropriateilevel of the NOrth York Self Concept,Inveptory was adMinistered
to all gifted StUdehtS enrolled,in, programs from grade:3 through_to_grade_10
The invehtdrieti_Which take about 20 minutesit0 compiete were administered by a
classroom cr home-room teacher and scored and ahalyied by Research staff.

The average scores obtained by grade are reported below in comparison to our
North York norms;

TABLE 3

SELF CONCEPT SCORES OF GIFTED STUDENTS

Level Grade N X Sd N.Y. norm

Junior 3 151 21 5.7 (19)(30 items) 4 159 22 6.2 (20)
5 140 22 5.9 (20)
6 163 22 6.1 (21)

Junior High/ 7 150 16 5.2 (17)
Middle School 8 119 17 4.7 (17)
(25 items) 9 120 17 4.8 (17)

Secondary 10 64 16 4.8 (16)
(25 items)

The scores Obtained_on_the_self
concept inventory_by_ttudents in gifted programs

lidinot_differ_significantly,from_the North York norms. _On_average, gifted_
StudehtS,scored,slightly higher than_or the same,as the_North-York meah at all'
grade_levels except grade 7_where_their scores were:slightly lower. _The drop in
self concept at this,grade_level

may be_due,to_the transitiOh tO a hew panel
where,they,areexperienCing a variety,of_changes, such aS a hOW program in_terms
of emphasis and organitation and increased integratiOh with regular students;

In_the tecond phase of the stodyi we_intend to determine whether or not the telf
concept of gifted students improvet as they progress through the program.
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AN, OVERVFW

Upon reView of the results,_there is no_doubt_that programs fOt fhe_gifted_have
been_ well received 6y both the staff who_teach these prograMS a-r.d the parents
whose:children areierit011ed in_them._ Parents say their thildren have a
positive, even enthusiastic, attitude towardisch6Ol and this is confirmed 6ytheir teathert. In_short, these children enjoy being in a gifted class and
teachers enjoy teaching them.

In terms of the program itSelf, teachers agree that the "differentiated" programis an effective way of meeting the needs of the gifted and parents acknowledge
that_gpnerally this program meets the needs of their children. Many of the
parents' comments imply that their children have benefitted both socially and
intellectuallyi and that they feel better about themselves personally as well.

Overall, the_parents and-teathers referring_ to the elementary,leVel prOgram_werethe_most_positive. In the higher gradesi_some teachers eXperiencedidifficulty
in meeting individual needt_throughiprogram modification; for eXaMplei_findingit hard to accommodate the wide range,of-differenteSia0d_Okteptionalities;
Likewisei,s0Me parents with children in_theijuniOr_high_and secondary programsdid_not think the students were encouraged_toipursue their own individual
interests_and/or were unsure about how well the program met their physical,
Social and emotional needs.

Parents, from all panels, frequently cited the challenge and Stimulation of the
gifted program (either generally or in relation to a Specific subject) as one of
its major strengths. Both parents and teachers agreed on the following, as also
being particularly effective features of the program:

_
. the association of students with their gifted peers
. high quality teachers
. smaller classes

Finally, suggestions for changes to the current_program_were offered. Aside
froM_retbmmendations about particUlar sObjett_areasi parents were mOSt likely to
request more_individualilatiOn_of_programi_increased communicatiOn_With the _

teacher_and/or schoolvand MOre detailed information about the prOgrimAtself_in
terms-of_curritulUM,_Objettives and expectations. TeatherS, 66 the_other hand,
were moreilikely tO tkpress_dissatisfntion with and/Or_Make_suggestions_about
the coordinatiOn of the_program between teachets and tthOtilt; the sharirtg of
ideas and retourtes with,others;_the aVailability of materials and professional
development opportunities, and clatt tile.
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APPENDIX A

PERCEPTIONS-OF THE GIFTED PROGRAM

PARENT SURVEY

1. What grade it yout Child in?

Grade
5 6 7

1-7 71 r.,I=
10

2. How:mithy years has your child been enrolled in the gifted program in Northl'Ork?

Less than
one year

Eli
One

year
Two Three Four Five years

years years years or more

. Which of the following bett expresses your child's 6ttitude about being ina gifted class?

Very enthUtiattic Positive Indifferent Negative

r-77-1 LTI
Strongly Strongly
A9ree Agree Disagree Rts_agree Unsure

4. I have an adetitiate_understanding
of the gifted program.

5. I atvaware of the_activities
and experiences thatiMy:Child
pursues in the gifted Class.

6i The gifted programoffers a greater variety
program in terms oft

(i) program content

(ii) teaching strategies

(iii) learning enVironments

7. Generally, the gifted program
stems to be meeting the

individual needs of my child.

Please elaborate.

r-i LI
t---1

I ri
experienceS than the regul)r

1

I 1 i

i t-1
LI



8. Thé_program provides my child
with_interesting, challenging
learning experientet.

9. My,child:it receiving
satisfactory instruction,in
the batit academic skills.

10. A_wide,variety of materials_
and_human resourcet Ate made
available tO gifted students.

11. The gifted_program encourages
My_thild_to,pursue individUal
interests and talentS.

=2-

Strongly Strongly
_lizelLAgrimaisagree Disagree Unsure

E1 1:=

12. The gifted prograM encourages my child to deVelop good work habits in termtof:

(i) task commitment MI 7.1

(ii) organizational ability 1-1
13. The gifted podgraM encourages

my child_tO pUrsue investigationsti
to a greater depth and breadth.

1 . The gifted program_encourages

myichild_to think in neW and
different ways.

15. The:gifted program addresses my
Child's physical, social and
emotional needt.

Please elaborate.

1111111

ISM

1E:=1

El =1

I= I=

El

II

16. The gifted program stimulates
creativity in my child.

17. 1_ am_ kCptwëll informed of the
program and my child's progress. MN [=

1 . In what ways has the gifted program affected the way your child feels about
him/herself?

2 7
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1 . Has participatigh_in the gifted program contributed to any other
significant Changes in your child? If so, in what ways?

20.(a) What aspects of the Jjifted program do you find to be particularly
effective for your Child?

(b) What changes, if any, would you like to see in your child's Orrent
program?

21. Additional Comments:

E.R. kE.S.
September, 1984

Please return yoUh tbmpleted questionnaire
by NoVember 15, 1984.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION;
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APPENDIX B

PERCEPTIONS_OF_THE_GIFTED PROGRAM

TEACHER SURVEY

I. What grade(s) do you currently teath?

_Gr.3 Gr.4

r7 Li
Gr.5

1111

How mahy years have you been

One
year

r=3

two

years

Gr.6_ Gr.7

Fl NIS

teaching a gifted

three
years

Pleate indicate ty_checking the appropriate box
ditagree with the following statements:

kdifferentiated_program,
baSed_On_ modifications of the
regUlar school program, is an
effective way of meeting the
needs of gifted thildreh.

4. I feel comfortable

implementing a differentiated
program for my students.

5. I enjoy teaching gifted
children.

6. for the mOtt .part _student
placemthts in the gifted

:

prOgraM have been appropriate.

7. The giftedistudents display a
positive attitUde towards
school ahd learhing.

8. ThereAte adequate resources,
Materials and facilitiet
Available to provide an_

effective gifted program.

9. I am_able tO_Meet_individual

needt_and_interests by varying
the de-gree of program
modification for each Child.

Strongly

Ii

Li

71

Gr.8

class?

four_

years

M111

Gr.9

five

years

ow much you agree or

Disagree Disaqree

Li

Gr.10

Unsure

LI

Ti

Li



10. I feel that the gifted program
is meeting the expectations
of:

(i) the students

(ii) their parents

Strongly Strongly
Agree Agree p_i_salret Ditagree Unsure

Li
11. What are the ta) advantages and (b) disadVantages of the existing,

organizatiOnal model for providing gifted education in North YOrk?

(a) advantages

EMI

(b ) diSadVantages

12. Has yoUt perception of gifted children changed? If so, in what ways?

13. DO ahy problems'or conflittt Okist between the gifted ttUdents and theregular students? If tOi please explain.

14. (i) What do:you feel are the major strengths of the current gifted
program?



3

What are some of the program's weaknesses?

1 . If ytio were involved_in making chatiqet in the gifted program, what Would
be yö-ur recommendations?

16. Additional Comments:

Please return your completed questionnaire via courier
to Educational Research and Evaluation Services

by Thursday 15 November 1984.

E;R; & E.S.
September* 1984

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION
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APPENDIX C
PARENT SURVEY = OPEN ENDS

a) The gifted program seems to be meeting the individual needs of my child.

POSitiVe-
Elem. J.H. Sec.

My child_it challenged; stimulated, kept busy and
interested. :Is more motiVated and_strives harder ih
the competitive envirOnMent and has a greater:desire
to learn because She/he it not held back (117) 64 48 5

Before my_Child_ was pored/unhappy/a behaviour _

problem. Now_has a very positive attitude to_school-
really enjoys_it; eager,to attend; enthusiastic;
happier, "turned=on" (78)

43 32

Individualized program-. Child works at a pace sOit=
able to abilityi64._more advanced work as needed,
special help in problem areas, oppOrtunities to_
develop his own interests; Good P.T.R. enhances
indiVidUal attention (25)

15

Success_dependsion the teacher; caring, outstanding,
dedicated, sensitiVei intelligent (24) 14 9

PleaSed,With program and progrett. IMproved school
wOrk and habits (23)

11 12

Benefits_from "peer" interaction, being with_otherS
of similar interests and_abilities. Sense of
belonging, more coMfortable (22) 13 9

EnCOOrages_individuality, freed001,,flexibility and
independence._,A sense:Of intellectual and/or
creative freedom, spontaneity (18) 13

More mature,:well-adjusted, confident. Better
self-esteem (16)

12

NegatiVe

Work is_too easyvexpettations too low; Need 4J-re
challenge and push. Has the potential to accomplith
more (17)

. LaCk_Of individualization. Treated as one_homogene-
Oils:group -_!'speciariabilities or problems are not
defined or developed (15)

Unhappy in general, e.g._apathetic,lacks
motivation, not producing, bored. Poor content andteaching strategiet (15)

32
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lem. J.H. Se_c

At times too much pressure* stress; especially,in
weak areas. Fear of failure; Don't presume they
know so much (14)

9 4

Spend more time on-basics. Concern_that basics are
overlooked, in exchange for "freedom" (13) 9 4

Quality:of:some teachers inadequate. Inexperiented,
disappointing (13)

5 7 1

Unsure_about junior high programi_confusion re what
it's about. Disappointing transition from the
elementary program (7)

6

NOt pOttible in_French program, e.g. one:teacher for
10 pupils at 5 different grade levelt (4)

No comment (184)

b) The gifted program addresses my child's physical,
social and emotional needs.

4

81 86 17

PotitiVe

Relates better tO peer-group;_a comfortable,
close=knit "support" group (51) 26 25

o NO different/no more so than in a regulat program (30) 12 18

Generally happier 7 at ease, relaxed, well behaved,
confident, proud, positive (20) 13 7

Socialization encouraged;_ More social awareneSSi
pertOnal contact, interaction (19) 15 4

Depends-on the teacher; generally aware, sensitive;
empathetic (18) 12 5 1

YOS = generally,A good,balance,(9) 5 4 -
- physical activities, development (9) 4 5

Neptive

. Physical-development_is not_encouraged,iseems to be
d IOW priority/need more organized sports (25) 10 8 7

More emphasis on_social Lskillsi_interaCtion With
regular kids;_split grades are a:social disaster.
(not enough of same tex in class) (14)

3



Meeting emotional reeds could be improved. They are
"different" and not well understood (12)

Loss of neighbourhood friends, lett out of school
contact with friends (10)

"Labellirg" hat disadvantages, e.g. animosity,
feelings of superiority, elitism (7)

Poor teachers (6)

No comment (298)

c) In what ways has the gifted program affected the
way your child feels about him/herself?

POSitiVe_

Increased self=cOnfidente and assurance, improved
self-image (185)

More Confident in abilities, ideas. school-work.
Willing to take chances1 mako decisions (65)

From-a "loner" tO_a_"0-cial_being". no longer the
"oddman out". Hat ttense_of belonging and_feelS
its-okay toi*:different; more positive socially
with peers (43)

Stimulated, challenged, excited, motivated,
ambitious, productive, disciplined, independent (42)

Feels special/proud/privileged/important (35)

Has maintained a positive self concept. Program
enhances or reinforces it (31)

Positive attitude tO tth-o-oli_e.g4,happier,
enthusiastic1 oagot to attend (30)

MOreAware öfiitellectuaL ability and potential,
realittic view of capabilitiet aS well as
weaknesses (30)

Sense of achieVetent, feels she/he is accomplishing
more (19)

Aware of competition therefore encoUraged to excel,
tries harder (10)

Elem. J.H.

8

6

3

5

4

4

4

1

141 138 19

99 75 11

32 30 3

14 27 2

21 18 3

22 12 1

20 11

20 10

19 11 -

7 9

10



Elem. J.H. Sec.

Negative

Created feelings of inadequacy _due to preSsure._
competition; less confident and SOre of self (26) 11 12

"Gifted"-label creates:feelings of Superiority,
over=confidence. conceit (14) 6 8

EXtremely discouraged, unhappy (3) 3

Lonely, loss of neighbourhood friendS (2)

imPOssible to isolate one fattor or the effect
program from natural maturation process (6) 1

2

5

No apparent change (41 13 23

No Comment (80) 38 36

Has participation in the gifted program contribut-
ed to any other significant changes in your
child?

Posit_i_ve

. POSitive_attitude to/enjoysschool;_happier, ,_

enthusiastic, no longer bored or discontent (76) 36 37 3

. In_general more social, open and-oUtgOingi_ Relates
better to-people and is more Willing to mix and
participate (41) 22 14 5

MOre_competiti ve and_motivated, strives harder,
increased desire to do well, perseverance (40) 16 20 4

. More comfortable/compatible With a_066r_group of
common interests and abilities. No longer feels
"like a freak" or ostradied (37) 16 18 3

More informed, alerti aware;_interests and knoWledge
have broadened, sharpened (35) 25 9

. Improved work habitti_intlUding_organizational
ability, task completion, concentration (35) 18 17 -

. More mature e.g. responsibility, self=discipline (32) 21 9 2

. More confident - willing to take ritks Or try new
things (26) 19

o IndePendence, self-suffitieht (26) 16
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Elem. J.H. Sec;

Challenged-,_ learni_ng,mbre. New learning e>.peri,
ences indepth understanding; higher level Of
thinking (20)

12 6 2

. Improved academic performance (12)

Increased_awareness of strengthiand_weaknesses, and
also capabilities, g0alS and interests (11)

More expressivei_OpiniOnated, outspoken, artiCulate,
argumentatiVe (9)

Others , more tolerant, creatiVe, curious;
tdoperative, analytical leldership skil4

Negat ive

7

4

Somewhat_isolated_from friends ih neighbourhood and
Old_s_chool. _Difficult tO get together with new
ClaSsMates (12)

Pressure, tensiOni frustration. No longer:"the hest
in the class". Fear of not keeping up (11) 3 8

DeVeloped_an "elitist" mentality_feelings,of
SUperiority._Less patienCe With_"ordinary mortals"
and less tolerance for rOUtine (8) 5 2

Too much homework. Outside interests,
extracurricular activities suffer (5) 4

o

Lett interest in school, less happy (4)

Hard to compare, may hive occurred in a regular

2

progtam as welli may be due to maturation (19) 6 12

No comment (225)
95 112 18

What aspects of the gifted program do you find to
be particularly effective for your child?

Many parents cited a particular subject or subjects
as the most effective aspect of the program. In
order of frequency some of those mentioned were:
Math; English/Language Arts, Computers, the Arts,
Science (90)

45 40

Challenge and stimulation, indepth StUdy and broader
scope, faster pace, no limits (90) 54 32
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Ilem. Sec.

Association with an appropriate peer_group of other
gifted students. More homogeneous (82) 41 41

Excellent teachers -!_dedicated,,sensitive, skilled,
accessible, understanding, qualified (69)

Smaller Class size; good P.T.R. (61)

31 32 6

29 27 5

Focus on the individOal._ FleXibility to work at a
level/pace appropriate to own interests, needs and
abilitieS. IndiViduality encouraged, freedom or
choice (51)

34 17

. Field trips, ort of class activitiOt (44) 25 16 3

The Variety = a variety_of experiences,_resources,
teaching strategies; learning
er,vironments, topics (36) 16 16 4

Retearching skills and techniques (33) 25 5 3

Challenge of_peers, creating a high level
competition (27)

9 11 7

HigherIleVel_thinking
reaSOning, problem solving (24) 15

Projects/assignments (21) 14

Communication skills/discussions (18) 16

Opportunities to foster creativity (15) 7

Higher expectations and standardt (14) 5

Good work habitti organizational skills, etc. (12)

Others - more_responsibility, better eivitohmeht-4

interdisciplinary_approachoiexperiential
learning, team activitieS4 integration with
regular studentt, telf=cOntained classroom,
all of it.

. No Comment (113)

7

2

2
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f) What changes, if any, mould you like to see in
your child's current program?

The_largest number of SUggestions_forichange related
to_specific subjett areas or topics which4arents
feltrequired:iMprovement or an increase in
emphasis (206)

126 71

For example: the Batics 37
French 30
the_Arts_ 24
Mathematics 20
Computers 19
English/Language Arts 19
Science: 16
Phytital Education 13

ffore_individualizatiOn - recognition and suppOrt of
special intereStsiand talents:as well as--
deficiencieS. All-ow individual choice (53) 27 22

ImPrOVe parent/teacher (school) communication, more
cOntact, feedback, involVement (35)

19 15

Mbre_variety and intiO4Ation_in
tenms,ofiapprdath,

materials, environMehts, staff, curriculUm (22) 16 5

. More-information_about the program, e.g.,
curriculum/course,outline,Abjectives and
attiVities, expectationt (20)

6 12 2

. More field ttipt (19)
10 9 -

. More qualifitd,competent teachersi_with special
training. More careful screening (17) - 17

MOre continuity, conSittency_between years.i
teachers, panels, Create some standardization (16) 4 11 1

. More homework/atsignments (16) 10 6

. Less homework; reduce workload (16) 9 7

EMphasize organizatiohat -skills and,study habitt,
time management, taSk completion (15)

12

More challengei e.g. divergentiapproaches, higher
standardt; indepth projeCtSi advanced material (13) 13 -

No tplit-grade claSSet! (11)
11 - -
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Better_evaluation _system; e;g oral; ongoing,
personal, daily, detailed (11)

Elem. J;414_ Set;_

5 6

; Smaller classes/lower P.T.R; (9) 7 2

; Don't assume they're_gifted in all areas, channel
into appropriate areas (7)

--

; Remove "gifted" label, creates a stigma (7) 7

. More interaction/integration with other students
e.g.to foster acceptance (6) 6 -

Lower expectations and competitiveness; "tnW-re
Still children" (6)

Teach them human relations and interpersonal
skills (5)

5

More exams or competitive contests (4) 4

Concern_re marking standard in Wation to regular
students e;g; lower marks? (4)

More structured delivery of program; in terms of
content and/or time (4)

; Emphasis on the "whole" child not jUtt atadeMiCt (4) 4

Alternatives to program location: (12)

- closer_to_homei_in neighbourhood school 6
- one separate school for the gifted 2 3
- in a secondary plant

1

Comments:

Disappointed_with the program, e.g. a "farce",
"watered_down% don't do anything different from the
regular program (13) 13

. Depends on the teacher (6)

. No Comment (220)

3 9

6

IP
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APPENDIX D
TEACHER SURVEY ; OPEN ENDS

What are the advantages and disAdVantages of the existing organizationalmodel for providing gifted education in North York?

Elem. J. . Sec.

Advantages,:

Being with and having support of_gifted peers a more
realistic, homogeneous tOtial grouping (14) 7 3 4

Prograwis_more appropriate, e.g. meetS needt,
better results; more challenging, Stimulating,
Maximizes their potential (8)

4 2 2

Ideal class size (3)

IndividualS can learn at their own pace. Self-
directed learning (3)

2 1

Opportunity for some integration with mainstream
students as well (3)

2 1

Self-contained has greater consistency, than With-
drawal, tOntinuous curriculum (2)

No Comment (10)
5

Disadvantages:

Hard_to_accommodate the range of indiVidbal differ-
encesi_other exceptioneitiet; specialized needs.
Classes too large for "differentiated" learning (4)

Screening procedures liMiting (3)

Isolation from regular student body (3)

Removed from home school and tOttiMunity, busing
disrupts routine (2)

Split-grades tOb diffitult (especially in French
school) (2)

One tchool,for theAlfted would be Mote
effective/efficient (2)

1

2

1 1

No Comment (12)
2 4
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b) Hs your perception of gifted children changed?

Yet

Elem. Sec.

harder tp generalize;_more,aware of range of indiVi-
dual needs:including_limitations., weakheSsesi other
exceptionalities; frail_self=image;:need lots_of
pOtitiVe_feedbacki guidance:and indiVidual atten-
tiOn;_aware of_some unexpected:traits - "humble",
high energy,istrong language, lack_of self-discip-
line; concentration and WOrk habits. . (29) 10 11 8

DOLany problems or_conflicts-exist betWeen the
gifted students and the tegulae students?

No; not evident, no more than usual; not yet (18) 6 7 5

Limited, Octasional, very few - maybe-some
reSentment or jealousy, some naMO=Calling (11) 7 4

Two groups don't really interatt, integrate (4) 3 1

No comment (6)
1 5

d) What do you feel are the major strengths and
weaknesses of the current gifted program?

Strengths:

Peer aStociation, sense c group (8) 3 4 1

Enthusiasm 7 parents,,teachers and/ot
students/support/commitMent to program (7) 3 4

Quality of teachers (6)
4

smell& classes/opportunity for indiVidtial attention (6) 3

Homogeneous, segregated clattet (4) 4

Support,Servites, e.g. financial, materials and/Ot
P.D. (4)

. Curriculum - indepth0 flexible, Challenging (4)

. Higher expectations re process and product (2) 2

Cooperative spirit (2) MO.



Weaknesses:

inadequate coordination = need time to plani
program, share ideaS, improve/increase consistency
and continuity between teachers, schools and
grades (13)

Shortage of materials, funds, resources and/or
PA.- (9)

6 1 2

Elem. Ji _Set_

8 3

Class size getting too large, exceeding t e
maximum (4)

Egpectations not clearly defined/need mote specifics
re curriculum (4)

The identification proc6tt = hot all belong
- too few girls
- not enough numbers

e) If you were involved in making changes in the gif-
ted program, what would be your recommendations?

3

3

1

A central school for the gifted (6) 4

2

Smaller class size, ensure it doesn't exceed the
maximum (5)

3 1 1

More idea and material Sharing with other teachers/
time for planning and development (5) 3

ReviSe identification process, e. . use other
criteria, more girls (5)

More PA., workshops (ongoing training, full-day
sessions) (4)

3 1

More conSiStency/coordination (4) 2 2

More support, eg funding, resources, updated
materials, assistance (4)

2 2

Deal with other exceptionalities as well, e.g.
S.L.D., behavioural, special ed. (3)

Eliminate Split grades (2)
2
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